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The late Biſhop of Rocheſter's VIx DIe A T.10.N of Biſhop Smalridge; 
Dr. Aldrich, and Himſelf, from the ſcandalous Reflections of Oldmixon, | 
relating to the Publication Wi ;Lord*:Clarendon's Hiſtory. 
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| 50 : b bv | „ ps Paris Oct. 26. 1731. | 
F Have lately ſeen an Extract aſſages in Mr. Olamixon's, Hiſtory of England. The 
1 firſt of them is ſaid to be taken from his Preface to that Hiſtory, p. 9. and runs in theſe 
Words. e e ee en oft. 2-5 

e have, in more than one Place of this Hiſtory, mentioned the great Reaſon there is to ſuſpe&, that 
e the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, as it was publiſhed at Oxford, was not entirely the Work of the Lord 
© Clarendon; who did indeed write an Hiſtory of thoſe Times, and, I doubt not, a very good one; wherein, 
te as J have been (1 believe) well informed, the Characters of the Kings,” whoſe. Reigns are written, were dif- 
te ferent from what they appear in the Oxford Hiſtory and its Copy, Mr. Echard's. I ſpeak this by Hear- 
e ſay ; but Hear-ſay from a Perſon ſuperior to all Suſpicion, and tos illuſtrious to be named, without leave. | 

«I. alſo humbly refer it to the Deciſion of another very honourable: Perſon, whether there is not, to his 
Knowledge, ſuch an Hiſtory in Manuſcript, till extant; and to 4 Reverend Doctor, now living, whether he 
te did not ſee the Oxford Copy, by which the Book was printed, altered, and interpolated, while it was at 
te the Preſs. „ 3 . YEE. 4 5 
To which I muſt add, that there is now in Cuſtody of 4 Gentleman of Diſtinction, both for Merit and Qua- 
'<[;zy, a Hiſtory of the Rebellion, of the firſt Folio Edition, ſcored, in many Places, by Mr. Edmund Smith, of 
te Chrift-Church, Oxon, Author of that excellent Tragedy, Phædra and Hippolytus ; who himſelf altered the 
* Manuſcript Hiſtory, and added what he has there mark d, as he confelled, with ſome of his laſt Words, 
before his Death. Theſe Alterations, written with his own Hand, and to be ſeen by any one that knows 
it, may be publiſhed, on another Occaſion, with a farther Account of this Diſcovery. In the mean Time, 
for the Satisfaction of the Publick, I inſert a Letter, entire, which I received ſince the laſt Paragraph 
ewas written, | 1 


6» EE 


. .Y * \#7 # K-4 | bs + 7 1 
N 243 Gat 44 - 


ES „ % „„ 


To Mr. ** * 


SIR, | > | 
5 Ccidentally looking on ſome of the Sheets of your Hiſtory of England, during the Reigns of tlie 
F Royal Houſe of Stuart, at the Bookſeller's, I find, that you mention the Hiſtory of Lord Clarendon ; 


herein you juſtly queſtion the Genuinenels of that Book, In order to put the Matter out of Doubt, I 
©here ſend you the following Account. : | F 6 
"<< Mr. Edmund Smith, 2 Man very well known in the learned World, came down to make me a Viſit 
at * about June 17 10; where he continued, till he died, about fix Weeks after. | 

ce As our Converiation chiefly ran upon Learning and Hiſtory, you may eafily think, that Clarendon's was 
*not forgotten. Upon mentioning that Book, he frankly told me, that there had been a fine Hiſtory writ- 
ten by Lord Clarendon ; but what was publiſhed under his Name was only Patch-work, and might as pro- 
©rerly be call'd, the Hiſtory of AC———SMALL and ATTERBURY: For, to bis Knowledge, tas alter d; 

perly * N g 2 8 ; 
'©nay, that he himſelf was employ'd by them to interpolate and alter the Original. | SA 

«He then ask d me, whether I had the Book by me? If I had, he would convince me of the Truth of his 
e Aſſertion, by the very printed Copy. I immediately brought him the Folio Edition; and the firſt thing 
che turned to, was the Character of Mr. Hampden, where is that Expreſſion: He had 4 Head to contrive, 
'©, Heart to conceive, and 4 Hand to execute any Villamy. He then declared, it was foiſted in by thoſe 
c Reverends. ; = | = : 


SIR, ; . ES 
te have only to add this, that he not only underlined this Paſſage, as a Forgery; but gave, during the 
e ſhort time he lived with me, the ſame Remark to ſome Hundreds more. 


Iam, SIR, &c. 


In a Second e, ſaid to be taken from pag. 227, of the Hiſtory it ſelf, Mr. Oldmizon is 
repreſented as expreſſing himſelf thus. | | 


te In the Character of this great and excellent Man, Mr. Hampden, which we could wiſh had eſcaped his 
(Lord Clarendon's) Drawings, or the Drawings of thoſe clumſy Painters, into whoſe Hands bis Work fell 
there is ſomething ſo very falſe and baſe, that ſuch Coin could only come from a College Mint. (In 
Word, what was ſaid of CIN NA might well be applyd to Hamypex: He had 4 Head to contrive, and 
*© Tongue to perſwade, and 4 Hand to execute any Miſchief. His Death, therefore, ſeem d to be 4 great Deliv 


<©rance to the Nation.) | 


There are not Words to expreſs the Infamy of this Slander, and Impoſture, nor the unparalleled Wickedneſs oj 
i thoſe Doctors, who foifted ſo horrid 4 Reflection into that Character. The Perſon, who did it, was Mr. Edmund 
wy M by — 
*The Words are much ſofter in the Hiſtory; where inſtead of 4 Heart to conceive, we find a Tongue to perſwade | 

„ inſtead of the Word Vila, that of Miſchief; as the Citation is, in another Part of this Extract, truly made 

e unknown Writer of this Letter, while he is ing others with the Crime of falſifying Lord Clarendox's Hi- 
tory, ſhould have taken Care to ſtand clear of it himſeF. - 8 | PEE OT 2 


research! 
publications 


roy 


be 2 ed, as it was delivered to. them. 


(2) 


1 feſſed to the Gen- 
. ; N d Hippolytus, a Tragedy; who, at his Death, con 8 0 
: oo of On, e et great Number of Alterations and Additions, which he him- 


« ſelf made, in the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, by Order of Doctor A LDL CH, Doctor ATTERBURY, and Doctor 


: this 1 ly'd to Mr: Hampden, was 
ce g N A ſucceſſive Deans of Chriſt-Church, *this very Saying of C1 XNA, apply d to nat. £ — 80 
0 3 8 1 it to one of thoſe Doctors, he clapped him on the Back, and 14 d, with an Alle 

* veration, Tt will do. The Confeſſion Mr. Smith made, and the Remorſe he expreſſe being concerned 


ein this Impoſture, were his laſt Words. 


| 7 d verbatim into 
© Part of the firſt of theſe Paſſages, including the Letter, is tranſlate 
Pa f 85 0 publiſh'd in a Journal, entitled, Bibliothtque Raiſonnte des Ouvrages des Sravans de 
I Europe, pour les Mois de Juillet, Aut, Septembre 1730. Tome yme. ure Partie. A Amſterdam, 
chez les Weſteins & Smith 1730. Art. 5. Pag. 154. &c. 


After which, the Journaliſt adds the following Reflection. 


;-.uverte fait peu d' honneur aux trois Theologiens This Diſcovery does little Honour to the three Di- 
ft Cs 2 fo Lettre, & qui ont Were e vines named in the Letter, c. As Mr. ATTERBURY, 
un grand rang dans | Angleterre, & dans la Republique des heretofore Biſhop of Rocheſter, one of the three, is ſtill 
Lettres. Comme Mr. ATTERBURY, ci-devant Eveque de living, he will not proba ly be inſenſible of ſo grie- 
Rocheſter, Fun des trois eſt encore vivant, il ne ſera pas vous an Actuſation; and the Publick expects from him 


Apparemment inſenſible 4 une accuſation ſi grave; & le ſuch Accounts of it, as even the Intereſt of his own 


Public attend de lui les Eclairciſſemens que [intertt ſeulde Reputation ſeems to require. If he is ſilent, on this 
ſa reputation ſemble en exiger. Sil ſe tait, dans cette Occaſion, there can be no doubt, but that the Fal- 
rencontre, il n'y a point de doute que la falſification eſt prou- ſification is proved; and ſhould he not be filent, what 
pee; & quand meme il ne ſe tairoit pas, il faut que les he ſhall ſay, to clear up this Matter, muſt be very 
eclairciſſemens ſoient bien forts pour detruire ces faits. ſtrong, to deſtroy the Credit of ſuch a Teſtimony. 


Being call d upon, in this publick Manner, I think myſelf obliged to declare, that the fore- 
oing Account, in all its Parts, as far as 1 am any ways concerned, is entirely falſe and ground- 
eſs. For I never ſaw my Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory in Manuſcript, either before, or ſince the 

Edition of it; nor ever read a Line of it, but in Print, It was impoſſible, therefore, that I ſhould 


deal with Mr. Smith in the Manner repreſented, with whom (as far as I can recollect) I never 


exchanged one Word in all my Life; and whom I know not that I ever ſaw, till after the 
Edition of that Hiſtory. If therefore he expreſſed himſelf to this Purpoſe, in his laſt Moments 
(as I charitably hope he did not) he wronged me extreamly, and died with a Lie in his Mouth. 

This Vindication of the Truth, and myſelf, is neceſſary, fince I happen to ſurvive the two 
other worthy Perſons mentioned. Were they alive, they would, I doubt not, be equally 
able, and ready to clear themſelves from ſo foul an Aſperſion. As to one of them, Dr. Snalridge, 
the late Biſhop of Briſtol, no Suſpicion of this kind can poſſibly reft on his Memory; becauſe 
He was not any ways concern d in preparing that Hiſtory for the Preſs ; but as much a Stranger 


to the Contents of it, as I my ſelf was, till it came forth in Print. I ſpeak with the more 


Aſſurance on this Head, becauſe my great Intimacy with him, as my Contemporary, both at 


Weſtminſter, and Chriſt-Church, gave me all the Advantages requiſite towards knowing the 


Truth of what I ſay. With Dr. Aldrich, the Third Perſon accuſed, I was acquainted — 


at a Diſtance. However, being called upon in the Manner 1 am, I will add alſo what has 


2 et Knowledge, with regard to the Share, He, and Others had, in the Publication of 
at Hiſtory. | 
The Reviſing of the Manuſcript (written, as T have heard, not very correctly) was committed 


to the Care of Biſhop Sprat, and Dean Aldrich, by the late Earl of Rocheſter ; who hi 
aſſiſted in that Revital, from the Beginning to the Endof the Work: 05 eſter; who himſelf alſo 


in it, muſt have had the Conſent of thoſe Three Perſons. They were Men of Probi 
Truth, and incapable of Conſpiring in a Deſign to impoſe on the Publick. I can cite — 
that is material in this Point, from the Mouth of the Earl, with whom 1 rarely converſed ; but 


the B:ſhop and the Dean, to whom I ſeyerally ſucceeded in the Deanries of Cri/t - 
Weſtminſter, and in the See of Rechefter, have occaſionall ns. of en en and 


Additions whatſoever were made to the Manuſcript Hiſtory. And even the Earl. in his P efa 
to the firſt Volume (for His I take it to be, tho no Name is affixed to it) has publickly ed 


his Innocence in this Reſpect, where he declares, that who put forth the Hi 
Himſelf and his Brother, as appears from what lone) hr {4 * upon 11 7 5Ä0 0 * 


Alterations in a Work of this kind, ſolemnly left with them to be publiſhed, whenever it ſhould 


uld He, and the two other Perſons by him 


Style and Manner of*my Lord Clarendon ; they 
had ſcattered through dif- 
| | ferent 


that any Changes, made 


y more than once aſſured me, that no 
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ferent Parts of the two firſt Volumes. Let the Reflections there made be never fo ſeyere, they 
may naturally be ſuppoſed, in the Warmth of Compolure, to have come, from the Pen of an 
Hiſtorian, who had himſelf with Zeal oppoſed Mr. Hambden's Meaſures, and both ſeen, and 
felt the ſad Conſequences of them: But, that the Editors of his Hiſtory, no ways concerned in 
thoſe Tranſactions, ſhould, Sixty Years afterwards, coolly and deliberately make ſuch a needleſs 
Inſertion, is not to be imagined. | | | 
The Complaint, on this and other Heads, ſhould have been brought againſt theſe Editors, 
while it was capable of being throughly examined; at preſent, it comes a little too late, unleſs 
it were better ſupported: ir very Characters, to thoſe who knew them, and the Nature 
of the Evidence, to thoſe who did not, will be judged a Sufficient Confutation of it. For, pray, 
what is this Evidence? It conſiſts in an Hear-ſay 2 a Per ſon, ſuperior to all Suſpicion, it ſeems, 
but too illuſtrious to be named: In an Appeal to another very Honourable Perſon, to a Reverend 
Doctor now living, and to a Gentleman of Diſtinction, both for Merit and Quality; none of whole 
Names are thought fit to be owned. The only one produced in the Caſe, is that of Mr. Smith, 
he Author Lk an excellent Tragedy; but certainly not an Author of Rank and Weight enough to 
olaſt the Credit of ſuch an excellent Hiftory. Of what Uſe can his Teſtimony be to this 
Purpoſe (even ſuppoſing the Account of it exact,) when it is undoubtedly falſe, as to 'Two 
of the Three Perſons it is levelled at, Dr. — and myſelf; and may therefore be juſtly 
reſumed alike falſe, as to the Third, Dr. Aldrich 2 Mr. Smith appears to have been fo little 
in the Secret of the Edition of that Book, as not to have known even the Hands, through 
which it paſſed : And is not therefore to be. relied upon in his Accounts of any other Circum- 
tances relating to it; eſpecially, with > fo to Dr. Aldrich, his Governour at Chriſt-Church ; 
for whom his perſonal Averſion, and the true Reaſons of it, are too well underſtood to 
need explaining. I forbear to fay any thing harſh of One, not able to anſwer for Himſelf; 
2ut many, now alive, who knew them both, know how improbable, and altogether incre- 
dible, it is, that Mr. Smith ſhould have had the leaſt Share in Dr. Aldrich's Confidence, on ſo 
nice, or, indeed, on any Occaſion. The Gentleman, who ſeems to be convinced of the Truth of 
Mr. Smith's Aſſertionc, by his having pointed out and anderlmed the Paſſages, in Print, which, 
he ſaid, he was employ'd (by the three ſucceſſive Deans) to interpolate Shu pi in Manuſcript, 
muſt ſarely have been very willing to be convinced; otherwiſe, he would not have taken at 
mere Aſſertion for a Proof, in ſuch a Cauſe, and from ſuch a Perſon. The Story of this Death- 
2ed Declaration ſlept for about TwentyYears; near Thirty have paſſed, fince the Hiftory of the 
Rebellion was publiſhed (I mean the firſt Part of it) and not a few, ſince the Death of every 
Perſon that either was, or 1s falſely ſaid to haye been, concerned in that Publication, myſelf 
only excepted. I might, probably, at the Diſtance of tary re „ where I was, when 
Mr. Olamixon wrote, never have heard of what he lays to my Charge (Intelligence of that 
ind being, as he knows, not very open to me) or, ſhould it reach me, I might yet, in my 
oreſent Circumſtances, be ſuppoſed not over-ſollicitous to appear in the Diſproof of it. 
The Delay of the Accuſation therefore, if without Deſign, was not without its Advantages ; 
ind, had it been deferred a little longer, till I was not only out of the Way, but out of the 
World, it had had a ſtill fairer Chance towards being uncontradicted, and, conſequently, cre- 
lited. I have lived to hear this idle Tale, and to bear Witneſs againft it: There is no Va- 
nity in hoping, that, old as · I am, I ſhall outlive the Belief of it. An Holland- Journal 2 me 
the firſt Notice, how I had been treated, and, by that Means, an Opportunity of vindicating 
myſelf; which I was the rather determined not to decline, becauſe I ſuffered in Company 
with others, Men of great Note and Merit, through whoſe Sides the Authority of a noble 
and uſeful Part of our Engh;ſb Hiſtory was ſtruck at. Where I alone am aſperſed and wronged, 
I can, I'thank God, more eaſily practiſe Patience, and ſubmit to Indignities and Injuries in 
Silence. A foreign Writer has uſed me, in this Caſe, with greater Civility, and Temper, than 
Mr. 0/d4mixon, whom 1 know not that I have ever offended. I forgive him his ill Words, 
and his hard Thoughts; and only defire him, for the future, not to indulge himſelf in ill. 
natur d Relations of this kind, without better Vouchers. His Attack on me, and on the 
Dead, who, he thought, might be inſulted with equal Safety, is no Proof of a generous anc 
worthy Mind ; nor has he done any Honour to his own Hiſtory, by the fruitleſs Pains he 
has taken to diſcredit that of my Lord Clarendon : which, like the Character of its Author, wil 
gain Strength by Time; ang will be in the Hands and Eſteem of all Men, when Mr. Oldmixon 
unjuft Cenſure of it will not be remember d, or not regarded. | | 


FR. ROFFEN 


Printed at Paris MDCCXXXI. 
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Advertiſement. 
| : 1 Decemb. 1ſt. 1732. 


H O' the improbable Story, handed into the World by one Oldmixon, 
in the Preface, Pages the 8 h, and 97h. and in Page 227. of his Book, 


called the Hiſtory of England, during the Reigns of the Royal Houſe of 
Stuart, deſerves no farther Notice, after that which has been taken of it, 
by the late Biſhop of Rocheſter in the foregoing Vindication, yet to prevent 


any Perſon's being impoſed upon, by ſo groſs, and bold a Fiction, there is 
part of the Life of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, written ALL in his 
Lordſhips Own HAND, lodged in the Bodleian Library, to remain there 
for twelve Months, from Chriſtmas 1732, where any one may be ſatisfied, 
that his Lordſhip concluded Mr. Hambder's Character in theſe Words, via. 

* He had a heade to contrive, and a tounge 10 perſwade, and a hand 
io execute any miſchieve, and his death appeared to be a greate delive- 
*rance to the Nacon. | 


There are alſo. ſome Parts of his Lordſhips Hiſtory preſerved in H1s 


OWN Haxp-Wrirtixs, which have been ſeen, by ſeveral Perſons of Qua- 
lity, and others, in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. Radcliffe of Bartlets-Buildings in 


Holborn, one of the Executors of the laſt Earl of Clarendon, wherein 


are Tye VERY SAME WorDs of Mr. Hambder's Character, that are in 


THE PRINTED HIsToRY, which the aforeſaid O/dmixon pretends were 


foiſted in by Mr. Edmund Smith. © 


Buy this Manuſcript it does likewiſe appear, that the Hiſtory of the 
Rebellion was ſo named by the Noble Author Himſelt. a 


„„ 


